M I S S O U R I S C H O O L B OA R D S ’ A S S O C I AT I O N

Serving Being
Alla Voice for Public School Students
“I am a fierce advocate for public education as I truly believe it is 				
the only hope many of our children have for a better way of life. “

“I serve to give every child the
opportunity for a quality education
because it’s not only about the
quality education system we have
built, but the quality citizens we
have encouraged to go forward.”

A wise choice:
Serve on your local school board!
A school board member must be a U.S. citizen, a resident
taxpayer of the district, a resident of Missouri for at least one
year and at least 24 years of age.
WHO serves on a school board?
•
•
•

Community members.
Public leaders.
Active volunteers.

WHO should be on a school board?
•
•
•

Those who want to serve their community.
Those who want to advocate for public education.
Those who want to support the district’s schools and
children.

WHO is impacted by the school board?
•
•
•

The children.
The parents.
The community.

Be WHO you are. Be a school board member.

School Board Member Scott Goldstein with robotics students
from McDonald R-I at the MSBA Student Showcase.

More qualifications include: Current on state and local taxes; Have not been found guilty
of or pled guilty to a felony under Missouri or federal law; Am not registered
or required to register as a sex offender; Have filed required campaign documents
for all previous campaigns, if any.
In urban districts, school board members are required to be “voters of the district.”
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“As we team with our professional educators and administrators, we are continuously committed
to closing the gaps we face in our local school districts and throughout the state.”
-Rhonda Gilstrap, MSBA President

Standing in the
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-Rhonda Gilstrap, MSBA President

How do you become an effective school
board member?
School board members develop skills over time through
experience and continued training.
A school board member is ...
• passionate about public education.
• motivated by the best interests of all kids.
• committed to listen and collaborate.
• trusting in the democratic process.
• engaged with board business and training.

Fundamental roles of school boards

Common questions about serving
Why does a community need a school board?
Members serving on the board are locally elected and are the
connection between the district and community.
Who are school board members?
School board members come from all walks of life.

School boards hold key roles in ensuring the success
of the district:
•
•
•
•
•

Visualize and clarify district purpose.
Observe and monitor district progress.
Implement policy and budget.
Connect with community.
Employ the superintendent.

When are school board elections and how long is the term?
Elections are held every April and most school board members
serve a three-year term.
I have family who work for the school, can I still run?
Yes, but inform yourself about the nepotism and conflict of
interest laws.
Can I serve on the board even if my children aren’t in school?

Yes, there is no requirement to have children.
I want to build a new football field. If elected, will I be able to
follow through on this campaign promise?
An individual board member has no authority. It is only when a
majority of the board takes action through a vote that the board’s
authority is exercised. Remember—state your position on issues, but
avoid making promises you cannot legally achieve.

For more details about becoming a board member, see MSBA’s
A Candidate’s Legal Guide to Running for the School Board on
the MSBA website at www.mosba.org.

School Board Member Pattie Mansur with Kansas City Public
Schools Career & Technical Education Joint Project students
from Kansas City 33 at the MSBA Student Showcase.

Thank you for your consideration in serving Missouri’s children through the role of a school
board member. As you’ve read, this role is critical for the success of Missouri’s public schools!
If you decide to pursue becoming a school board member, MSBA is here to serve you.
Explore resources for board candidates at the MSBA Board Candidates’ webpage at:
www.mosba.org/board-candidates. Feel free to call me or anyone at MSBA with questions.

Thank you,

Melissa Randol

MSBA Executive Director
randol@mosba.org
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